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1.
Meetings since the last SC17 Plenary Meeting

Two WG8 meetings have been held since the last SC17 Plenary Meeting:

· 36th meeting of WG8 in Vienna, Austria, 2006-04-06/07  

Participation: 32 delegates from 10 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations, in detail:
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· 37th meeting of WG8 in Paris, France, 2006-10-28/29  


Participation: 27 delegates from 11 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations, in detail:
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During that period the Task Force TF2 of WG8, working on Amendments and on the Revisions of the ISO/IEC 14443 series and the related test methods in ISO/IEC 10373-6, with its Convener Pascal Roux (France) has held two meetings: 

· 24th meeting of WG8/TF2 in Vienna, Austria, 2006-04-03.

Participation: 21 delegates from 7 countries.

· 25th meeting of WG8/TF2 in Paris, France, 2006-10-21/22+25/27.

Participation: 25 delegates from 10 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations.

and the Task Force TF4 of WG8, working on the ISO/IEC 14443 test environment, with its Convener Francis Christian (U.S.A.) has also held four meetings:

· 2nd meeting of WG8/TF4 in London, U.K., 2006-01-11/12.

Participation: 14 delegates from 6 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations.

· 3rd meeting of WG8/TF4 in Vienna, Austria, 2006-04-04/05.

Participation: 29 delegates from 7 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations.

· 4th meeting of WG8/TF4 in Washington D.C., U.S.A., 2006-08-07/08.

Participation: 8 delegates from 5 countries.

· 5th meeting of WG8/TF4 in Paris, France, 2006-10-27.

Participation: 25 delegates from 8 countries and 2 Liaison Organizations.

Statistically, in WG8 and its Task Forces there had been totally 17 meeting days and 374 mandays effort.

2.
ISO/IEC 14443, Proximity cards (PICCs)

2.1
ISO/IEC 14443-1, Physical characteristics

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-1, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 1: Physical characteristics 

was published on 2000-04-15.

2.1.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 14443-1

· CD ballot of ISO/IEC 14443-1 (Revision), i.e. SC17 N 2892, was from 2005-11-21 to 2006-02-21. For the ballot result see SC17 N 2966 (19 approvals, 2 disapprovals, 3 abstentions). 

· The 2 disapprovals from Belgium and the U.S.A. could satisfactorily be resolved. 

· The resolution of comments were done not earlier as at the last week’s WG8 meeting, because WG8 wanted first to wait for WG1’s integration of 14443-1 text parts into the draft ISO/IEC 7810/AM1 and into the FCD text of ISO/IEC 15457-1, which had been done successfully from WG8’s perspective. Just a few comments on that issue were sent to WG1.

· WG8, however decided to go for a 2nd CD ballot, although SC17’s ballot result permits an FCD ballot. The reason for that decision is that there had been several technical modifications to 14443-1 during the comments resolution meeting, which makes WG8 believe it would be wiser to let them check by the countries first before going for FCD. 

2.2
ISO/IEC 14443-2, Radio frequency power and signal interface

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-2, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards -Proximity cards - Part 2: Radio frequency power and signal interface
was published on 2001-07-01. 

2.2.1
Revision of ISO/IEC 14443-2

· The first Working Draft of ISO/IEC 14443-2 (Revision) was presented to WG8 at its meeting in Vienna, in April 2006. 

· Many substantial comments for improving interoperability, based on the experiences during the past 5 years, had been integrated into the actual version, just issued in last week. WG8 is of the position that the countries should have the opportunity to check that working draft in the next few months and submit comments until the end of 2006, so that WG8 will probably be able to finalize a CD text at its next meeting end of January 2007.

· Mr. Claus Freytag (Germany) was appointed the Project Editor for ISO/IEC 14443-2 (Revision).

2.2.2 ISO/IEC 14443-2 – Amendment 1: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-2, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards -Proximity cards - Part 2: Radio frequency power and signal interface - Amendment 1: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16
was published on 2005-06-01. 

2.2.3 ISO/IEC 14443-2 – Amendment 2: Bit rates of fc/8 and higher

ISO/IEC 14443-2, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards -Proximity cards - Part 2: Radio frequency power and signal interface - Amendment 2:  Bit rates of fc/8 and higher
· WG8/TF2 has resumed its development at its last meeting. WG8 asks SC17 to prolong the development period. 

· The Amendments 2 of ISO/IEC 14443-3 and 14443-4 are related to this Amendment 2 of ISO/IEC 14443-2. 

Proposed SC17 Resolution:

“SC17 instructs its Secretariat to ask the ISO/IEC Central Secretariat for prolongation of the life-span of the work items regarding bit rates of fc/8 and higher.”

2.3
ISO/IEC 14443-3, Initialization and anticollision

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-3, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 3: Initialization and anticollision
was published on 2001-02-01.

2.3.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 14443-3

Same applies as for 14443-2, see clause 2.2.1

2.3.2 ISO/IEC 14443-3 – Amendment 1: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-3, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 3: Initialization and anticollision - Amendment 1: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16
was published on 2005-06-01. 

2.3.3 Defect Report to ISO/IEC 14443-3 – Amendment 1

passed its ballot without disapprovals, see SC17 N 2977. The modifications in that COR have been integrated in the actual working draft of ISO/IEC 14443-3 (Revision).

2.3.4 ISO/IEC 14443-3 – Amendment 2: Bit rates of fc/8 and higher

As this Amendment 2 is related to the one for ISO/IEC 14443-2, see clause 2.2.3.

2.3.5 ISO/IEC 14443-3 – Amendment 3: Handling of reserved fields and values

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-3, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 3: Initialization and anticollision - Amendment 3: Handling of reserved fields and values
was published on 2006-03-15. 

2.4
ISO/IEC 14443-4, Transmission protocol
The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-4, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 4: Transmission protocol
was published on 2001-02-01.

2.4.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 14443-4

WG8 decided at its meeting in last week to start at once the CD ballot of ISO/IEC 14443-4 (Revision).

2.4.2 ISO/IEC 14443-4 – Amendment 1: Handling of reserved fields and values

The standard:

ISO/IEC 14443-4, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Proximity cards - Part 4: Transmission protocol - Amendment 1: Handling of reserved fields and values
was published on 2006-03-15.

2.4.3 ISO/IEC 14443-4 – Amendment 2: Bit rates of fc/8 and higher

As this Amendment 2 is related to the one for ISO/IEC 14443-2, see clause 2.2.3.

2.5
Test Methods for ISO/IEC 14443:  ISO/IEC 10373-6

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards -Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards 

was published on 2001-05-15. 

2.5.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 10373-6

· WG8 is awaiting the FDIS ballot of the Amendment 5 and will then start with the detailed development of 10373-6. 

· Mrss. Pascal Roux (France) and Mickey Cohen (Israel) were appointed the Project Editors for ISO/IEC 10373-6 (Revision). WG8 received gratefully the offer of these two gentlemen, who will address the complex task of editing about 300 text pages, 10373-6 (Revision) will contain, also considering the integration of its 5 Amendments and possibly further comments which will be submitted in the next few months.

2.5.2 ISO/IEC 10373-6 – Amendment 1: Protocol test methods for proximity cards

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards -Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards - Amendment 1: Protocol test methods for proximity cards

· is under FDIS (FDAM) ballot (ballot period is from 2006-08-25 to 2006-10-25). 

· Its publication is expected by end of 2006.

2.5.3 ISO/IEC 10373-6 – Amendment 2: Improved RF test methods

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards - Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards - Amendment 2: Improved RF test methods

was published on 2003-10-16.

2.5.4 ISO/IEC 10373-6 – Amendment 3: Protocol test methods for proximity coupling devices

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards - Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards - Amendment 3: Protocol test methods for proximity coupling devices

· passed the FDIS (FDAM) ballot and 

· is expected to be published in this month.

2.5.5 ISO/IEC 10373-6 – Amendment 4: Additional test methods for PCD RF interface and PICC alternating field exposure

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards - Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards - Amendment 4: Additional test methods for PCD RF interface and PICC alternating field exposure

was published on 2006-06-01.

2.5.6 ISO/IEC 10373-6 – Amendment 5: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-6, Identification cards - Test methods - Part 6: Proximity cards - Amendment 5: Bit rates of fc/64, fc/32 and fc/16

· 2nd FCD ballot, i.e. SC17 N 3029, was from 2006-05-11 until 2006-09-11. For the ballot result see SC17 N 3091 (20 approvals, no disapprovals, 3 abstentions). 

· WG8 believes that the countries should get some time for checking one technical comment, so that it is expected to go for FDIS ballot at the next WG8 meeting. 

2.6     ISO/IEC 14443 Test environment

The Standard on „ISO/IEC 14443 Test environment“, is being in development in WG8’s Task Force 4. Four meetings of TF4 has led to a comprehensive working draft of some 35 pages, which is intended to help implementors for learning to know the “what” to test at a contactless interface. The “how” of testing the contactless interface is provided by ISO/IEC 10373-6 & Amendments.

Besides developing further its working draft, TF4 is currently investigating, whether it should be integrated into the 10373-6 Revision or into one or more parts of 14443 Revision. TF4‘s former Project Editor Mr. Colin Tanner (U.K.) was thanked for his starting efforts on the working draft. As his successor, Mr. Peter Raggam (Austria) was appointed.

2.7 
NFC, Near Field Communication

As formerly reported to SC17, WG8 maintains a close cooperation between JTC1/SC6 (the home of the NFC standards) and JTC1/SC17. in order to keep NFC standards and the 14443 series harmonized. 

WG8 has found out early this year that the NFC interface is being considered in ETSI standardizations for mobile phones. Current efforts on the standardization for an interface between the NFC interface and the telecommunication related chipcard inside a mobile phone (SIM card) have raised questions, whether that interface may be also of interest for additional chipcards inside mobile phones other than for telecommunication purposes, e.g. issued by finanical sector or by governments. 

Therefore WG8 asks SC17, whether a Liaison between WG8 (being related to the NFC standardization) and the relevant standardization group of ETSI, i.e. SCP, may be useful for a coordination of efforts on either side.

Proposed SC17 Resolution:

“SC17 instructs its Secretariat to establish a Liaison between SC17 and ETSI SCP for the purpose of mutual information on standardizations regarding the contactless interface of mobile devices.”

2.8 
Close cooperation with WG3 (ICAO/NTWG)

As reported formerly, WG8 confirms its maintenance of an intensive cooperation with WG3 and thus with the ICAO NTWG. This is seen as absolute necessary in order to best address coming up issues and sucessfully assist to governments and related industries in their worldwide introduction of electronic Machine Readable Passports (MRP, eMRP), also named electronic passports (ePassport), and its systems. That cooperation has been optimally and constructively working on either side. 

In particular, there had been a fruitful cooperation between WG8 and WG3/TF4 (RF group), as ICAO NTWG had asked WG3 to develop test methods for ePassports, which intend to increase interoperability of millions of ePassports being put into field every year from 2005 on. Pending considerations for relevant SC17 Standards, see separate report from WG3 at this meeting, will definitely involve the related industries strongerly and will comprise the worldwide expertise on that matter maximally.

2.9 
Work Item “Multiple PICCs in a single operating field”

· That work item was balloted from 2005-10-17 to 2006-01-17, see SC17 N 2873. 

· The Ballot Result is in N 2927. With 88 percent of the SC17 P-members responding to this NP ballot and with more than two-thirds of those voting approving the work item, it was approved. 

· In the related development of Amendments to ISO/IEC 14443 WG8/TF2 is resolving the comments from 3 votes of disapproval and further comments accompanying the positive votes.  

· Mr. David Main (VISA) was appointed the Project Editor for that work item.

2.10 Technical Report on how to use RFU definitions in standards

At the last meeting SC17 accepted to let its members and its working groups check, whether the document WG8 N 874 R2, which is the Attachment 3 of the last WG8 report to SC17 (N 2856), may be generally helpful for the development of standars using so-called RFU (Reserved for future use) definitions.  

To WG8 Convener’s knowledge there has been just supporting feedback and comments for little improvements. Therefore WG8 asks SC17 to start the usual balloting procedure for that document as a Technical Report. 

Proposed SC17 Resolution:

“SC17 instructs its Secretariat to ballot WG8 N 874 R2 as Technical Report Committee Draft.”

3.
ISO/IEC 15693, Vicinity cards (VICCs)

3.1
ISO/IEC 15693-1, Physical characteristics

The standard:

ISO/IEC 15693-1, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Vicinity cards - Part 1: Physical characteristics 

was published on 2000-07-15.

3.1.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 15693-1

· WG8 considered to start Revision procedure for that part at its WG8 meeting early this year. 

· WG8 thought it would be more efficient to finalize a first CD text, when ISO/IEC 14443-1 (Revision) will reach a sufficiently stable status. Namely, again like in the past WG8 is believing that both the parts 1 of 14443 and 15693 should remain very similar. 

· A decision for finalizing a CD text of ISO/IEC 15693-1 (Revision) seems probable at the next WG8 meeting.

3.2
ISO/IEC 15693-2, Radio frequency power and signal interface
The standard:

ISO/IEC 15693-2, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Vicinity cards - Part 2: Radio frequency power and signal interface  

was published on 2000-05-01.

3.2.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 15693-2

· WG8 decided at its meeting early this year, that this part deserves a fastest ballot procedure, as no modification besides the incorporation of a COR from 2002 was seen necessary. 

· SC17 Secretariat had balloted the CD text of ISO/IEC 15693-2 (Revision) within SC17 for approving it for publication under the minor revisions procedure, see N 3027.

· SC17 had approved that procedure, see N 3063, so that a publication of ISO/IEC 15693-2 (Revision) is expected for this month. 

3.3 ISO/IEC 15693-3, Anti-collision and transmission protocol

The standard:

ISO/IEC 15693-3, Identification cards - Contactless integrated circuit(s) cards - Vicinity cards - Part 3: Anti-collision and transmission protocol 

was published on 2001-04-01.

3.3.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 15693-3

· ISO/IEC 15693-3 (Revision) has been available as a working draft since summer 2006. 

· Due to some controversial specifications inside that text WG8 had instructed the Project Editor of 15693-3 (Revision) to organize an adhoc meeting in the next few months, in which the related delegates are expected to resolve issues. 

· A presentation of a CD text of ISO/IEC 15693-3 (Revision) and WG8’s decision for going for CD ballot is expected at the next WG8 meeting.

3.4 Test Methods for ISO/IEC 15693: ISO/IEC 10373-7

The standard:

ISO/IEC 10373-7, Test methods - Part 7: Vicinity cards 

was published on 2001-05-15.

3.4.1 Revision of ISO/IEC 10373-7

· ISO/IEC 10373-7 (Revision) has been available as a working draft for several weeks. 

· WG8 agreed unanimously an updated text, which was presented at the last WG8 meeting, for going for CD ballot at once. 

· Mr. Peter Raggam (Austria) was appointed the Project Editor for ISO/IEC 10373-7 (Revision).

4.
Appreciation to the WG8 Project Editors

WG8 expresses its thanks to the Project Editors of the many standards drafts, which they have prepared throughout the period since the last SC17 plenary meeting. Specifically WG8 gratefully wants to thank Mr. Peter Raggam, who has done immense editing work on several standards, in addition to the task he was assigned to.

5.
Commemoration to Mr. Franz Huber

Again I regret very much to inform SC17 of a tragic event related to one WG8 member. Mr. Franz Huber (Austria) passed away early August 2006 due to a heavy traffic accident. He tragically leaves back his wife and two children. Franz had been such a kind and helpful comrade to WG8 and had so much and successfully contributed to WG8’s many projects. WG8 and TFs members had asked the Austrian delegation to forward please their deep compassion and condolences to Franz' family. Franz will be greatly missed and will remain forever in WG8 members’ hearts.

6.
WG8 Website

The WG8 website consists basically of two sections, one of which is public and the other one is password protected. 

The public section consists of general information about the structure of WG8, its projects, meeting dates, and documents lists. This section can be accessed via the URL: 

http://wg8.de
Any person authorized by a National ody can request the ID/password for accessing the WG8 website from the WG8 Secretariat via e-mail to office@wg8.de .

7.
Next meetings 

WG8/TF2
#25
2007-01-23/26


in San Diego, U.S.A.

WG8/TF4
#06
2007-01-29/30


in San Diego, U.S.A.
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2007-01-31/02-02


in San Diego, U.S.A.

WG8 & TFs

2007-06-25/29


in Heidelberg, Germany
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   alternatively:
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in Berlin, Germany
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